RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

March 13, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 12:07 p.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.  Attending our meeting today were four new retirees.  1st Vice President Earlene Smith introduced our special guest, Bob Kapler.  Bob plays the accordion and would like to play for us during our lunch today.  Bob plays at Bit Of Germany, the Braille Center and convalescent hospitals around Bakersfield.  After an excellent lunch, Bob gave his views on using the word Christmas.  Bob feels that if you are going to a Christmas Party, state that you are going to a Christmas Party and don’t use another term for it.  The music Bob chose to play and the requests that he received from the members was perfect for our age group.

President Jeanne Berkshire announced that Michelle Watson from Kern Federal Credit Union had another meeting to attend and could not stay but asked that Mary Lou Bennett  collect any sign up sheets that Michelle did not get picked up.  These sign up sheets are for KFCU Annual Meeting to be held on April 19, 2007.
BUSINESS MEETING:

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for February 2007 which showed that REOKC membership as of February 28, 2007 was 3,713.  Mary Lou gave a synopsis of what the Special Fund can be used for and that the Special Fund is what accounts for ¾ of our total bank balance.  

CRCEA – David Merritt, CRCEA Delegate, reminded everybody of the Spring Conference to be held in Ontario April 16 – 18, 2007.  CRCEA is working diligently on medical benefit issues of retirees.  There are several counties who have already stated that they will stop paying the medical benefits for retirees or remove the early retirees out of the risk pool for active employees.  David stated that it looks like the future retirees will not have the benefits that we retirees have at this time.  The spot bill that David spoke about at the last meeting now has become AB552 and sponsored by Assemblyman Hernandez and is in committee.  This bill will amend the 1937 Act and will put a cap on raising retiree health care premiums to no more than 102% of the active employee’s premium.  David also reminded everybody to mark their calendars for April 14-16, 2008 when we will host the next Spring Conference.  Everett Julkowski reminded everybody that if they are on the conference committee they get to attend the conference in 2008 free of charge.  David announced that Patrick McTighe is working on a health care plan for early retirees and Medicare recipients.   
EYE GLASS – Helen Heath reported that she has collected 15 pair of glasses and 15 eye glass cases since her February report.

SUNSHINE – Belva Jared announced that she sent 3 get well cards to members during the last month.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of February there were 31 volunteers who worked 94 hours and assisted 1,142 visitors to the County Administration Building.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through February 2007 is 245,485.

OLD BUSINESS:  There were 2 computers to raffle off at this meeting and the winners were Greg Salas and Carol McComb
NEW BUSINESS:  No Report

The attendance prize was won by Billie Laughlin.  There were 4 cheese and wine bags (without cheese or wine) donated by Kern Federal Credit Union and 56 cups of $5.00 and 1 cup with $10.00 in it.  After the distribution of the prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 21st day of March, 2007.

Ginger Mello, Secretary
